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THE TEXTBOOK OF INTERNAL MEDICINE. Volumes 1 and 2. Edited by William N.
Kelley. Philadelphia, PA, J.B. Lippincott Company, 1989. 2,679 pp. plus index.
$115.00.
The rate at which the field ofinternal medicine is advancing certainly necessitates
a text that is both complete and up to date. While there are many such texts on the
market, The Textbook ofInternal Medicine seems to be a refreshing new addition to
the ones available. Its depth ofcoverage and novel style will most certainly allow it to
find a niche in an environment heavily populated by internal medicine texts.
Hundreds of physicians and scientist-authors, each an expert in the field, have
contributed to this 529-chapter comprehensive volume. Since the book is divided by
subspecialty, it has a systems-oriented approach, rather than the disease-oriented
approach used by other texts. All subspecialties in internal medicine are covered,
including cardiology, gastroenterology, nephrology, allergy, rheumatology, dermatol-
ogy, oncology, hematology, infectious disease, pulmonary medicine and critical care,
endocrinology, metabolism, genetics, neurology, and geriatrics.
Each specialty is divided into three subsections. The first reviews the pathophysiol-
ogy and the scientific basis ofthe subspecialty. In the second, thevarious diseases are
described in detail. The third subsection covers approaches to the diagnosis and
management of the patient. Assessment of the technical areas related to the
subspecialty as well as recent advances are also included.
The new text is comparable to Harrison's TextbookofIntemalMedicine in depth of
coverage and in detail. The articles possess good reference lists but, as in all texts, the
most recent citations are a few years old. Some topics that receive extra emphasis in
Kelley's are geriatrics, oncology, and hematology.
The Textbook ofIntemalMedicine is well organized and highly readable, making it
useful to practicing physicians and medical students alike. The book is available as a
rather large single text or as a two-volume set. Since Kelley's as well as Harrison's
texts are written by recognized experts, they are probably equivalent. The new
volume should serve as an excellent reference.
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OPERATIVE PEDIATRIC ORTHOPAEDICS. Edited by S. Terry Canale and James H.
Beaty. St. Louis, MO, Mosby-Year Book, Inc., 1991. 1,159 pp. $160.00.
On the shelves ofevery pediatric orthopaedist rest two large, impressive texts: one
by Lovell and Winter, the other by Tachdjian. Both texts are considered reference
standards, classics, definitive. Tachdjian's book is so much revered and respected
that a full 18 years elapsed without a revision or amendment. Eighteen years in any
field of medicine is tantamount to eternity. Enter S. Terry Canale and James H.
Beaty, two outstanding pediatric orthopaedists from the University of Tennessee,
who collected 14 accomplished surgeons, contributors, to replenish an 18-year-long
need: OperativePediatric Orthopaedics. Ironically, perhaps forthebest, Tachdjian has
issued a second edition at, for all purposes, exactly the same time.
The book by Canale and Beaty stands well on its own; it need not be compared. It
consists of nearly twelve hundred pages with eighteen hundred illustrations, count-